What is claimed is: 

1. A compactor wheel mountable on an axle of a com- 
paction machine, said compactor wheel comprising: 
a hub mountable to an axle of a compaction machine; 
a nm mounted around the outer circumference of said i 

hub, said nm having a face and an inner circumferential 1 

edge and an outer circumferential edge; 
a plurality of compaction deals rircumferentially spaced 

on, transversely spaced across and mounted to said face 

of said rim; and 

an axle guard system comprising a cleat-free area formed 
circurnferentially around said rim on said face and 
extending widthwise from said inner edge across said 
nm toward said outer edge at least about the width of 
one of said cleats. 
2 The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 1, wherein J 
said axle guard system further comprises at least one car- l 
cumfercntial barrier mounted on said cleat-free area so as to 
extend above said face. 
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3. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
said at least one circumferential barrier is mounted on said , 
cleat-free area so as to extend radially outward from said - 
face. 

4. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
said at least one circumferential barrier is mounted on said 
cleat-free area adjacent said inner circumferential edge of 
said rim. 

5. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
each of said cleats has a height, and said at least one 
circumferential barrier extends above said face a height 
greater than the height of said cleats. 

6. A compactor wheel mountable on an axle of a com- 
paction machine having a body suitable for compacting 
refuse, said compactor wheel comprising: 

a hub mountable to an axle of a compaction machine; 
a rim mounted around the outer circumference of said 

bub, said rim having a face and an inner circumferential 

edge and an outer circumferential edge; 
a plurality of compactor wheel cleats circurnferentially 

spaced on, transversely spaced across and mounted to 

the face of said rim; and 
an axle guard system comprising at least one circumfer- I 

ential barrier extending above said face and adjacent 

said inner circumferential edge of said rim, wherein 

said compactor wheel is suitable for supporting the 

body of a compaction machine. 

7. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 6, wherein 
said at least one circumferential barrier extends radially 
outward from said face. 

8. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 6, wherein 
said at least one circumferential barrier comprises a ring- 
shaped wall. 

9. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 6, wherein 
said at least one circumferential barrier comprises a plurality 
of circumferentially spaced fins. 
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10. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 9, wherein 
said compactor wheel has an inner row of said cleats 
mounted adjacent to said inner circumferential edge, one of 
said fins is mounted to said rim between each pair of 
adjacent cleats forming said row. 

11. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 10, wherein 
said at least one circumferential barrier includes buttressing 
structure for support. 

12. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 11, wherein 
said buttressing structure is a broadening of said at least one 
circumferential barrier at said face of said rim. 

^ 13. The compactor wheel as set fojtb*flrt:Iaim 6, wherein 
said axle guard system furtiie><flmprises a cleat-free area 
formed circumferentjajly^found said rim on said face and 
extending widthwiseHTom said inner edge across said rim 
toward saidptffer edge at least about the width of one of said 
clcats^ftfSd at least one circumferential barrier being 
m earned on said cleat-free area. 
14. A compaction machine comprising: 
a body suitable for compacting refuse, said body having 

opposite sides; 
an axle having two ends and mounting said body; and 
a compactor wheel mounted on each end of said axle, one 
compactor wheel on each side of said body, each said 
compactor wheel comprising: 
a hub mounted to one end of said axle, 
a rim mounted around the outer circumference of said 
hub, said rim having a face, an inner circumferential 
edge adjacent to one side of said body and an outer 
circumferential edge, 


9 

35 a plurality of cleats circumferentially spaced on and 

mounted to said face of said rim, and 
an axle guard system comprising at least one circum- 
ferential barrier extending above said face and adja- 
cent said inner circumferential edge of said rim. 
40- 15 # xh e compactor wheelfes set forth in claim 14, wherein 
said at least one circumfe/ential barrier comprises a ring- 
shaped wall. / 

16. The compactor wh/el as set forth in claim 14, wherein 
said al least one circumferential barrier comprises a plurality 

45 of circumferentially spaced fins. 

17. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 16, wherein 
said compactor whdfcl has an inner row of said cleats 
mounted adjacent to/said inner circumferential edge, one of 
said fins is mounded to said rim between each pair of 

50 adjacent cleats forftiing said row. 
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said at least one circumferential barrier includes butu-essidf 
structure for support. • 

19. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim^8, wherein 
said buttressing structure is a broaderungpf^id at least one 
circumferential barrier at said facc^Hiid rim. 

20. The compactor wheel assjeTforth in claim 14, wherein 
said axle guard system Jj^mer comprises a cleat-free area 
formed rircumferemiauy around said rim on said face and 
extending widjhwise from said inner edge across said nm 
toward saj^tmter edge at least about the width of one of said 
cleats/'&id at least one circumferential barrier being 
mtf ufl tod o n m i d i l l .H f t " J " 1 
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A compactor wheel mo^ntable on an axle of a compaction machine, said 
wheel comprising: 
a hub mountable to an axle of/a compaction machine; 

a rim mounted around the outer circumference of said hub, said rim having a face and an 

inner circumferential edge and an /uter circumferential edge; 

a plurality of compaction xleats circumferentiallv spaced on, transversely spaced across 

and mounted to said face of saidfrim; and 

an axle guard system comprising a cleat-free area formed circumferentiallv around said 

rim on said face and extending widthwise from said inner edge across said rim toward said outer 
edge at least about the widthrof a compaction cleat. 



22. The compactor wheel as set forth in claim 21, wherein said cleat-free area extends 

widthwise from said inner edge across said rim toward said outer edge up to about 10 inches. 

23. A compaction machine gdmprising: 

"a"bodv suitable for compacting refuse, said body having opposite sides; 
an axle having two eflds'and mounting said body; and 

a compactor whgfl according to claim 21 mounted on each end of said axle, one 

compactor wheel ctifeach side of said body. 
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